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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 175967 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR.FR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: DE SEDOUY COMMENTS ON US-GOF AVIATION 
RELATIONS 

1 . WHILE IN WASHINGTON FOR NEGOTIATION OF ARBITRATION 
COMPROMIS, DE SEDOUY (QUAI D’ORSAY) MADE FOLLOWING 
INFORMAL COMMENTS TO DEP ASST SECY ATWOOD ON US-GOF 
AVIATION RELATIONS. 

- A. ARBITRATION COMPROMIS ELIMINATES MAJOR THREAT TO 
US-GOF RELATIONS, BUT SOME HARD FEELINGS WILL OBVIOUSLY 
REMAIN. FRENCH AVIATION OFFICIALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE 
CAUTIOUS AND SUSPICIOUS IN DEALINGS WITH U.S. 

- B. THE MAJOR AVIATION ISSUE NOW FACING GOF IS WHETHER 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TO ENTER INTO BROAD NEGOTIATIONS WITH U.S. GOF HAD 
RAISED POSSIBILITY OF BROAD NEGOTIATIONS AS ONE POSSIBLE 
COMPROMISE TO CHANGE-OF-GAUGE ISSUE, BUT NOW THAT THAT 
ISSUE WAS OTHERWISE RESOLVED GOF WOULD HAVE TO RETHINK 
DESIRABILITY OF BROADER NEGOTIATIONS AT THIS TIME. AIR 
FRANCE HAS EXHAUSTED CONSIDERABLE ENERGY IN RECENT YEARS 
ON INTERNAL AND DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AND HAS GIVEN LITTLE 
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SERIOUS THOUGHT TO ITS AMBITIONS INTERNATIONALLY, HE IS 
PRESSING THE AIRLINE TO FOCUS ON ITS INTERNATIONAL GOALS. 

GOF IS VERY AWARE OF STATUS OF US-FRG NEGOTIATIONS AND IS 
ASSESSING EFFECTS OF POSSIBLE OUTCOMES ON AIR FRANCE 
POSITION. ATWOOD RESPONDED BY OBSERVING THAT U.S. AND 
FRG SEEMED COMMITTED TO MOVING TOWARDS A MORE LIBERAL 
REGIME, BUT EXTENT OF MOVEMENT IN THE SHORT RUN WAS 
UNCLEAR AT PRESENT. 

- C. DE SEDOUY OBSERVED THAT ONE US-GOF ISSUE THAT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED IN NEAR TERM WAS TWA FIFTH-FREEDOM 
OPERATIONS. FRENCH ARE NOW REVIEWING U.S.-SUPPLIED 
STATISTICS. DE SEDOUY SUGGESTED MEETING IN PARIS WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 18, WHICH WOULD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW US-FRG TALKS 
IN BONN WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 1 1 . ATWOOD RESPONDED THAT DATE 
APPEARED TENTATIVELY ACCEPTABLE. 

- D. ATWOOD REMINDED DE SEDOUY THAT GOF OWED U.S. 

WRITTEN RESPONSE ON NATIONAL AIRLINES' LEGAL ARGUMENT RE 
PARIS AIRPORT ISSUE. DE SEDOUY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ANSWER 
WAS DUE. 

- E. DE SEDOUY EXPRESSED NO DISPLEASURE AT SUBSTANCE OF 
FAA CONCORDE NOISE RULE, OBSERVING THAT IT CONTAINED NO 
SURPRISES. HE WAS PLEASED THAT DOT-PROMISED DEADLINES 
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WERE BEING MET. DOT ASST GEN COUNSEL KUTZKE CONFIRMED 
TO DE SEDOUY THAT NOISE RULE WAS ON SCHEDULE TO BE 
EFFECTIVE JULY 31, AND ONLY POSSIBLE DELAY (WHICH WAS NOT 
EXPECTED) WOULD BE IF THERE WERE A COURT-ORDERED STAY. 
KUTZKE REMINDED DE SEDOUY THAT AIR FRANCE STILL HAD TO 
FILE REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF ITS OPERATION SPECIFICATIONS 
BUT SUCH A FILING WOULD BE APPROVED PROMPTLY. 

2. DE SEDOUY'S GENERAL TONE WAS VERY FRIENDLY AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE. CHRISTOPHER 
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PASS ASST SECY KATZ 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 175967 SENT ACTION PARIS INFO BONN, 
LONDON 12 JUL 78 

QUOTE LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 175967 
E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR.FR 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: DE SEDOUY COMMENTS ON US-GOF AVIATION 
RELATIONS 

1 . WHILE IN WASHINGTON FOR NEGOTIATION OF ARBITRATION 
COMPROMIS, DE SEDOUY (QUAI D'ORSAY) MADE FOLLOWING 
INFORMAL COMMENTS TO DEP ASST SECY ATWOOD ON US-GOF 
AVIATION RELATIONS. 

- A. ARBITRATION COMPROMIS ELIMINATES MAJOR THREAT TO 
US-GOF RELATIONS, BUT SOME HARD FEELINGS WILL OBVIOUSLY 
REMAIN. FRENCH AVIATION OFFICIALS CAN BE EXPECTED TO BE 
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CAUTIOUS AND SUSPICIOUS IN DEALINGS WITH U.S. 

B. THE MAJOR AVIATION ISSUE NOW FACING GOF IS WHETHER 
TO ENTER INTO BROAD NEGOTIATIONS WITH U.S. GOF HAD 
RAISED POSSIBILITY OF BROAD NEGOTIATIONS AS ONE POSSIBLE 
COMPROMISE TO CHANGE-OF-GAUGE ISSUE, BUT NOW THAT THAT 
ISSUE WAS OTHERWISE RESOLVED GOF WOULD HAVE TO RETHINK 
DESIRABILITY OF BROADER NEGOTIATIONS AT THIS TIME. AIR 
FRANCE HAS EXHAUSTED CONSIDERABLE ENERGY IN RECENT YEARS 
ON INTERNAL AND DOMESTIC PROBLEMS AND HAS GIVEN LITTLE 
SERIOUS THOUGHT TO ITS AMBITIONS INTERNATIONALLY, HE IS 
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PRESSING THE AIRLINE TO FOCUS ON ITS INTERNATIONAL GOALS. 

GOF IS VERY AWARE OF STATUS OF US-FRG NEGOTIATIONS AND IS 
ASSESSING EFFECTS OF POSSIBLE OUTCOMES ON AIR FRANCE 
POSITION. ATWOOD RESPONDED BY OBSERVING THAT U.S. AND 
FRG SEEMED COMMITTED TO MOVING TOWARDS A MORE LIBERAL 
REGIME, BUT EXTENT OF MOVEMENT IN THE SHORT RUN WAS 
UNCLEAR AT PRESENT. 

- C. DE SEDOUY OBSERVED THAT ONE US-GOF ISSUE THAT WOULD 
HAVE TO BE DISCUSSED IN NEAR TERM WAS TWA FIFTH-FREEDOM 
OPERATIONS. FRENCH ARE NOW REVIEWING U.S.-SUPPLIED 
STATISTICS. DE SEDOUY SUGGESTED MEETING IN PARIS WEEK OF 
SEPTEMBER 18, WHICH WOULD IMMEDIATELY FOLLOW US-FRG TALKS 
IN BONN WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 1 1 . ATWOOD RESPONDED THAT DATE 
APPEARED TENTATIVELY ACCEPTABLE. 

- D. ATWOOD REMINDED DE SEDOUY THAT GOF OWED U.S. 

WRITTEN RESPONSE ON NATIONAL AIRLINES' LEGAL ARGUMENT RE 
PARIS AIRPORT ISSUE. DE SEDOUY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ANSWER 
WAS DUE. 
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- E. DE SEDOUY EXPRESSED NO DISPLEASURE AT SUBSTANCE OF 
FAA CONCORDE NOISE RULE, OBSERVING THAT IT CONTAINED NO 
SURPRISES. HE WAS PLEASED THAT DOT-PROMISED DEADLINES 
WERE BEING MET. DOT ASST GEN COUNSEL KUTZKE CONFIRMED 
TO DE SEDOUY THAT NOISE RULE WAS ON SCHEDULE TO BE 
EFFECTIVE JULY 31, AND ONLY POSSIBLE DELAY (WHICH WAS NOT 
EXPECTED) WOULD BE IF THERE WERE A COURT-ORDERED STAY. 
KUTZKE REMINDED DE SEDOUY THAT AIR FRANCE STILL HAD TO 
FILE REQUEST FOR AMENDMENT OF ITS OPERATION SPECIFICATIONS 
BUT SUCH A FILING WOULD BE APPROVED PROMPTLY. 

2. DE SEDOUY'S GENERAL TONE WAS VERY FRIENDLY AND 
CONSTRUCTIVE. CHRISTOPHER 
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